
 
Dear Minister 
Ing. Mgr. Tomáš Taraba 
Ministerstvo životného prostredia SR 
Námestie Ľudovíta Štúra 1 
812 35 Bratislava, Slovakia 
podatelna@enviro.gov.sk  

 
1.5.2025 
 

An appeal for the review of management policies  
related to the regulated hunting of brown bear in Slovakia 

 
Dear Minister, 

We, the undersigned scientists, zoologists, and experts in the field of large carnivore ecology, 
conservation and management, express our deep concern regarding the Slovak government's recent 
decision to authorize the widespread hunting of brown bears (Ursus arctos), with a quota of 350 
individuals for 2025. We believe that this decision is not scientifically contrasted, based on emotions, 
and contradicts current scientific understanding of the population status and dynamics of this 
species in Slovakia. Given the cross-border context, we believe this decision could have a significant 
impact on the long-term sustainability of the population of neighboring countries. 

The government’s response follows a tragic incident—a fatal bear attack on a human. Unfortunately, this 
incident occurred despite the fact that 93 bears were hunted last year as part of the declared elimination of 
conflicts with bears, and a further 51 were killed by other means. Experts have previously warned that 
broad-scale hunting is not a viable and effective solution to resolving human-bear conflicts, particularly in 
relation to attacks on people. Despite these warnings, no alternative, scientifically supported measures 
have been proposed to address the root causes of such conflicts. This approach raised serious concerns 
among international experts and organisations as early as 2024, which was expressed in a letter addressed 
to the Minister of the Environment and the European Commission [1]. As the frequency of attacks is 
rather density independent, the management should focus on prevention of occurrence of food-conditioned 
and human-habituated individuals, as well as education of the public. Moreover, the management of 
human food waste and garbage should be urgently and seriously taken and adapted to avoid access and 
habituation of bears, a behaviour that is transferred to offspring, which means that it can potentially create 
more problem individuals in the short and long term.  

According to the latest genetic study, which includes an estimate of the bear population size, the current 
population of brown bears in Slovakia is approximately 1,056 individuals, and effective population size, 
the measure of population viability, is only 266 individuals [2]. The culling of 350 bears would thus 
represent nearly 30% of the population (with associated poaching probably even more), posing a 
significant risk to its stability, genetic diversity, and long-term viability. Furthermore, the population 
already faces other major threats, such as traffic-related mortality and poaching. A conservative estimate 
suggests that approximately 500 individuals may be lost annually. Such pressures are already 
compromising the species' survival and the functionality of the population, as the effective population size 
(reproductive individuals) is currently estimated to be only 266 individuals [2]. Therefore, further 
population reduction through hunting could have unpredictable and potentially devastating consequences. 

We are also concerned by the continued reliance on outdated and unverified hunting estimates—such as 
the figure of around 3,400 individuals—which have not been supported by scientific methods. This 
inaccurate data could lead to misleading conclusions and thus to misguided management decisions with 
negative repercussions for the bear population. 

We do not view indiscriminate bear culling as an effective solution to these issues. More effective 
strategies include targeted interventions focused on problem individuals (from aversive conditioning to 
removal from population according to established protocols), the consistent application of preventive 
measures, better waste management practices and systematically informing and educating people on how 
to avoid and behave in bear encounters. However, preventive measures and information campaigns are 
still not systematically implemented in Slovakia.  
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A similar decision regarding intensive bear hunting was made in Romania in 2024 following a fatal bear 
attack. The scientific community criticized this action, emphasizing that it did not address the underlying 
causes of human-bear conflicts and could exacerbate the situation. Experts in the field of brown bear 
biology and conservation are therefore calling for a shift in approach in Romania as well [3]. 

We respectfully urge you to reconsider the decision to authorize mass unselective hunting and to 
initiate a professional dialogue involving scientists and conservationists. We advocate for 
interventions to be based exclusively on scientifically sound data, continuous population monitoring, 
targeted actions addressing specific risk situations and information campaigns. Moreover, injured 
bears are particularly dangerous, and we strongly recommend that all interventions, particularly removal 
of targeted individuals, should be conducted by a trained and professional team and all necessary actions 
related to the removal of individuals from the population should be properly  documented, and clear, 
transparent communication with the public must be ensured.  

Additionally, we recommend that the Slovak government amend existing legislation to enhance damage 
prevention measures, including support for livestock breeders, beekeepers and farmers and proper waste 
management. Such steps could help mitigate conflicts and promote long-term coexistence between 
humans and large carnivores. 

 

List of signatories of the appeal: 

RNDr. Michal Kalaš, Matej Bel University in Banská Bystrica, Slovakia 
Mgr. Michal Haring, MSc., Comenius University Bratislava  & The International Association for Bear 
Research and Management, Slovakia 
Mgr. Martin Duľa, Ph.D., Department of Forest Ecology, Mendel University in Brno & IUCN SSC Bear 
Specialist Group (member), Czechia 
doc. RNDr. Marcel Uhrin, Ph.D., university professor, Pavol Jozef Šafárik University in Košice, 
Slovakia 
prof. RNDr. Pavel Hulva, Ph.D., department of zoology, Charles University, Prague, Czechia 
prof. Ing. Peter Urban, PhD., Matej Bel University in Banská Bystrica. Slovakia 
Mgr. Marián Hletko, ecologist, NGO My sme les, Slovakia 
Ing Gerard Baars, director, International Bear Foundation, Netherlands 
dr hab. Nuria Selva, Estación Biológica de Doñana CSIC, Sevilla, Spain & Institute of Nature 
Conservation PAN, Kraków, Poland 
Ing. Erik Baláž, ecologist, Slovakia 
Yorgos Mertzanis, Ph.D., biologist, NGO Callisto & Wildlife & Nature Conservation Society, Greece  
Hüseyin Ambarlı, Ph.D., Düzce University, Turkey & IUCN SSC Asian Brown Bear Expert Team 
Ing. Tomasz Zwijacz-Kozica. Ph.D., Tatra National Park, Poland 
Mgr. Miroslav Kutal, Ph.D., researcher, Department of Forest Ecology, Mendel University in Brno, 
Czechia &  IUCN SSC Large Carnivore Initiative for Europe 
Mgr. Michal Bojda, Department of Forest Ecology,  Mendel University in Brno & Friends of the Earth 
Czech Republic, Carnivore Conservation Programme, Czechia 
Bartosz Pirga, Ph.D., Wildlife Biologist, Bieszczadzki National Park, Poland 
dr. hab. Agnieszka Sergiel, associate professor, Institute of Nature Conservation of Polish Academy of 
Sciences, Kraków, Poland 
Mgr. Barbora Černá Bolfíková, Ph.D., The Faculty of Tropical AgriSciences , Czech University of Life 
Sciences, Prague, Czechia 
Dávid Sütő, Ph.D., ecologist, Hungary 
Ing. František Šulgan, ZO ČSOP Radhošť, Rožnov pod Radhoštěm, Czechia 
Dr. Yaroslav Zelenchuk, PhD,  NGO Ethnoecocenter of Hutsul Region, Ukraine 
Associate Prof. Yuriy Andreychuk, Ph.D., Faculty of Geography, Ivan Franko National University of 
Lviv, Ukraine 
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Associate Prof. Roman Cherepanyn, Ph.D., Biology and Ecology Department, Vasyl Stefanyk 
Precarpathian National University, Ivano-Frankivsk, Ukraine 
Mgr. Maria Martsiv, assistant at the Department of Zoology, Ivan Franko National University of Lviv, 
Ukraine 
Gábor Seress, Ph.D., ecologist, senior research fellow, University of Pannonia, Veszprém, Hungary 
Bálint Üveges, Ph.D, evolutionary ecologist, research fellow at University of Debrecen, Debrecen, 
Hungary 
Csongor Gedeon, Ph.D., Biologist-Ecologist, Senior Research Associate at the Institute for Soil Sciences, 
HUN-REN CAR, Budapest, Hungary 
Andriy-Taras Bashta, PhD., leading researcher and ecologist, Ecosystemology Dept., Institute of 
Ecology of the Carpathians NAS Ukraine, Lviv, Ukraine 
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